
Le a r’s  M a c a w: so m e  goo d  n e w s

Rose m a ry Low

For  r e a d e r s  w ho  h ave  b e e n  followin g  t h e  s to ry  of  t h e  t r a gic
d e a t h s  by  el ec t roc u tion  of  Lea r’s  M a c a w s  (Parrots ,  April  a n d
M ay 2 0 2 2  issu e s),  I offe r  a n o t h e r  u p d a t e.

Jus t  a  r e min d e r :  t h e  win d  fa r m s,  po w e r  lines  a n d  o t h e r
s t r u c t u r e s  n e c e s s a ry  to  d elive r  r e n e w a ble  e n e r gy  a r e  killing
so m e  of  t h e  m o s t  c ri tic ally  e n d a n g e r e d  bi r ds  on  t h e  pl a n e t .
La r g e  bi r d s  a r e  e s p e cially a t  ri sk  a n d  no t  only d u e  to  collisions
wi th  po w e r  lines.   Pa r ro t s ,  b e c a u s e  of  t h ei r  oft e n  pl ayful
n a t u r e ,  a r e  g r e a tly  a t  ri sk  of  el ec t roc u tion.  This  occ u r s  w h e n
t h ey  sim ul t a n eo u sly  to uc h  t wo-p h a s e  co n d u c to r s  o r  on e
co n d u c to r  a n d  a  g ro u n d e d  d evice  on  a  pole.  

Le a r’s  M a c a w  (Ano dorhy n c h u s  leari),  foun d  only  in  a  s m all
a r e a  of  no r t h-e a s t e r n  Br azil,  h a d  clim b e d  b a ck  fro m  t h e  b rink
of ex tinc tion  d u e  to  t h e  exc elle n t  wo rk  of s eve r al  o r g a nis a tions
to  r e d u c e  t h e  t h r e a t s  to  its  s u rvival.  The  r e c e n t  d e a t h s  by
elec t roc u tion  a r e  s hockin g  b e c a u s e  t h ey a e  p r ev e n t a ble.

Kilm a  M a n so,  r e p r e s e n tin g  t h e  co n s e rv a tion  o r g a niza tion  ECO,
t h a t  s h e  wo rks  ti r el e s sly  for,  h a s  u p d a t e d  m e  on  r e c e n t
d ev elop m e n t s .  On  April  2 0  s h e  r e po r t e d  a no t h e r  el ec t roc u tion
in E uclide s  d a  Cu n h a.  S h e  s aid:   “I a m  d e s p e r a t e  a bo u t  it.   I a m
s e n din g  you  m o r e  p ho tos   a n d  you  c a n  r e alise  ho w  to u g h  it
w a s  for  m e  to  s e e  all  of t h e m  a n d  s el ec t  so m e  pic t u r e s  to  s e n d
you.  I t  w a s  impossible  no t  to  t hink  a bo u t  t h e  s uffe rin g  of t h e s e
bi r d s  a n d  t h e  d r a s tic  co ns e q u e n c e s  for  t h e  co ns e rva tion  of  t h e
s p e cie s.”

On  M ay  9  Kilm a  s e n t  m e  m o r e  n e w s.  S h e  w a s  d u e  to  a t t e n d  a
m e e tin g  on  M ay  1 3  wi th  t h e  po w e r  co m p a ny  COELBA  (th e
e n e r gy dis t rib u to r  in t h e  e gion) a n d  wi th  Dr. Lucia n a  Khou ry of
t h e  Ba hia  S t a t e  P u blic  Minis t ry. S h e  is  t h e  Pu blic  Atto r n ey  in
c h a r g e  of  t h e  Re gion  of  R a so  d a  Ca t a rin a’s  e nvi ro n m e n t al  
p ro ble m s  w ho  h a d  o r d e r e d  t h e  pow e r  co m p a ny  to  c h a n g e  t h e
typ e  of  insula to r s  it  w a s  u sin g  on  t h e  el ec t ric al  pole s.  They
wo uld  disc u s s  t h e  n e e d  of  a  m o ni to ring  t e a m  for  s u p e rvising
w h a t  COELBA's  wo rk e r s  wo uld  b e  doing  in  t h e  field,  a s  w ell a s



ide n tifying  n e w  p rio ri ty  a r e a s  to  m a k e  m o r e  m o difica tions  to
t h e  el ec t ric al pole s  s t r u c t u r e s  to  p r ev e n t  m o r e  d e a t h s  of Le a r’s
M a c a w s.  

 Fin ally, t h e r e  is  m o r e  posi tive  n e w s  fro m  t h e  S t a t e  Atto r n ey’s
office.  It  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  m a n d a to ry  for  COELBA  to  do  t h e
followin g: 

 to  m a k e  t h ei r  t r a n s mission  lines  a s  s afe  a s  it  is  pos sible  to
p r ev e n t  bi r d  imp ac t

  to  p rovide  t h e  co ns t r u c tion  a n d  t h e  m ai n t e n a n c e  of  a
facility to  g ro w  licu ri  p al m  s e e dlings,  inclu din g  t h e  cos t  of
m ain t e n a n c e  in  t h e  field  for  five  ye a r s .  (The  licu ri  p al m  is
t h e  m ain  food  so u r c e  of t h e  Le a r’s  M a c aw.)

 COELBA m u s t  p rovide  to t al  a n n u al  s u p po r t  for  t h e  Cor n
Re plac e m e n t  P rojec t  for  five  ye a r s .  This  m u s t  inclu d e  t h e
a c q uisi tion  of 1 ,5 0 0  sixty kg  s a cks  of co r n  a n d  all  t h e  cos t
of  ve hicles,  lodging,  t r u ck  m ain t e n a n c e  a n d  p e r so n n el.
(This  p rojec t  is t h e  on e  t h a t  p ays  fa r m e r s  co m p e n s a tion  in
co r n  for  t h e  c ro p  losse s  c a u s e d  by t h e  m a c a w s.)

The r e  w a s  al so  n e w s  a bo u t  t h e  o t h e r  s e rious  t h r e a t :  t h e
win dfa r m  t h a t  t h e  co m p a ny  Voltalia  w a s  p ro posin g  to  b uild  in
t h e  m a c a w’s b r e e din g  a r e a .

Kilm a  told  m e:  “Eve n  if  ev e ryt hin g  w a s  al r e a dy  b uil t  (wind
t u r bin e s,  el ec t r ic al  t r a n s mission  n e t ,  e l ec t ric al  s u b s t a tion,
e t c.),  no t  a  single  p ro p elle r  could  b e  a c tiva t e d  b efo r e  t h e
Op e r a tion  Lice nc e  w a s  issu e d.  The  p r e s s u r e  on  t h e  Ba hia  S t a t e
E nviron m e n t al  Age ncy (INEMA) to  p r ev e n t  t h e   g r a n tin g  of t h e
lice nc e  is g e t ting  eve n  s t ro n g er.”

S u r ely  co m m o n  s e n s e  m u s t  p r ev ail  a n d  t his  E n d a n g e r e d
(IUCN)  m a c a w  w hich  h a s  s uffe r e d  m u c h  loss  of  h a bi t a t  a n d
h a s  only  t wo  m ain  b r e e din g  colonies,  m u s t  b e  p ro t e c t e d  fro m
t his  po t e n tially dis as t ro u s  d ev elop m e n t .


