Instituto Arara Azul on Adopt a Nest
Campaign — final report 2022-2023

by Tony Pittman

have just received the final 9th
| edition annual report from the
Instituto Arara Azul (Hyacinth
Macaw Institute) on its “Adopt a
Nest” campaign. The Institute was
created in 2003 based in Campo
Grande. It develops research,
education and sustainability projects
for environmental conservation.
Neiva Guedes is the institute’s
president and has been well known
internationally for her consistent
sterling work with the Hyacinth
Macaws in the Brazilian Pantanal.

Neiva and her team

| first met Neiva nearly 30 years
ago and have supported her since.
Thomas Arndt, the now retired
publisher of the German magazine
Papageien, travelled with me to
Brazil in 1995 and | introduced him
to Neiva. He tocok a group of German
avicultural readers to the area later
that year and they built nest boxes
for Neiva and her team to install.
| went in January of the following
year (1996) on a nest box inspection
tour with Neiva and her team. The
group included Christopher Vaughan
from the Latin American University
in Costa Rica. Neiva told us that we
would be visiting a nest box built by
the German aviculturists the previous
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year, which she had had installed.
She climbed up the tree to the box
and signalled two eggs.

Nine years ago Neiva set up the
Adopt a Nest campaign supported by
individuals and companies wanting to
demonstrate their socio-environmental
responsibility. They are referred to as
“godparents” in the report.

Most of the nests adopted are
located in the Pantanal of Miranda,
especially on the Caiman ranch,
where there is the largest number
of nests. The owners of Recanto
Ecologico Rio
da Prata and
Fazenda Santa
Teresa also
take part in the
campaign with
nest adoptions
on their own
properties.

The main
objectives of the
Hyacinth Macaw
Project are to
maintain viable
populations
of free-living
blue macaws in
the medium to
long term and

= to promote the
conservation of biodiversity and the
Pantanal as a whole. The activities
include installation of nest boxes,
nest management, chick ringing,
monitoring and setting up camera
traps. The objectives also include
providing lectures, research support .
and environmental education,
particularly among local communities.
Each year new goals emerge
according to the research carried out.

The report highlights challenges
from the field. Neiva and her team
believe that fieldwork in the Pantanal
should be challenging and rewarding
at the same time. The challenges are
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times of the year. In winter temperatures can
drop below seven degrees Celsius (45°F)
and in summer rise above 40 degrees
Celsius (104°F).

When the rainy season arrives the fields
are transformed leaving the landscape

many from the paths and trails that
need to be opened up and accessed,
often by foot, to facing weather
conditions that can vary at certain

famously completely flooded. Even in
the rainy season nest monitoring is not

interrupted, but the way areas are accessed

can change completely. Accessing the
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nests onds up demanding more time
and long walks bacome constant, In
addition many cavilies are occupied by
other spocios, including bees, which
can bo a dangor to the team. Therefore
being in the liold domands not only
attention, patience and skill, but above
all providos contentment in being part of
the Pantanal scenery thal is exuberant
and challenging at the same time.

The report continues by stating that
during tho brooding season 2022-3
the resulls wore lower than expected.
There ware fower pairs occupying the
nests and consequently fewer eggs laid.
The data is still being analysed, but it
reinforces the fragility of the species
and indicates how necessary persistent
monitoring activities, the installation of
new boxes and constant management
of natural and artificial nests must be.
There wore 1,291 monitoring activities,
110 monitored nesls and 39 active nests
by Hyacinth Macaws. Eighty seven per
cent of the chicks flew out of artificial
nests and 13 per cent from natural
nests, Thig allirms the importance of

artificial nest boxes.
The malority of the nests monitored

still remain natural cavities (56 per
cent). However, almost half of the nests
monitored in this region are artificial

(44 per cent), During this breeding
season 129 management activities

were carried oul in 66 nests, both
natural and artificial. The management
activities included size reduction of the
opening, elevation of the bed, draining
and installing a metallic band on the tree
trunk to prevent predatory mammals
from climbing on it. Twelve artificial nest

boxes were inslalled and two natural
nests registerad,

In the Pantanal several species
of animals use cavilies at some point
in their lives. Some only occupy the
nests during the breeding season
and others use them for sleeping or
feeding. The Hyacinth Macaw plays a
very important role since it facilitates the
nest occupation of large species such
as ducks, vultures and other macaws
through its behaviour of transforming
small cavities into larger holes. Ninety
eight nests were used by other species,
47 were used by other species for
breeding and 18 different species
occupied the nests.

| can remember visiting a nest
occupied by ducks nearly 30 years ago.
The nest was quite high in the tree and
there was no way the young could return
to it. What happens is that the young
fluffy ducklings jump out of the cavity
and because of their light weight are
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able to float down to the ground where
they join the parents and go off to water.

Since 2021, the Hyacinth Macaw
Project has been installing identification
medals on chicks and this contributes to
the long-term monitoring and recognition
of the individuals. Sixteen chicks have
received identification medals. The Adopt
a Nest campaign is very important.
The monitoring achieves important
information about the behaviour and
reproduction of the species that occupy
the cavities and through this data a
set of procedures is developed for the
conservation of the Hyacinth Macaws
and the environment as a whole.

The report concludes by stating
the Adopt a Nest campaign has been
of utmost importance in providing
support to the Institute’s research.
The Hyacinth Macaw Project has been
working uninterruptedly for 33 years
and through all the combined efforts,
the Hyacinth Macaw population in the
Pantanal has increased and expanded.
However, studying this species in the
wild requires persistent effort, patience
and a lot of dedication.

The sponsorship by the godparents
helps the institute to act on different
fronts through environmental education,
involvement with local communities,
monitoring of Hyacinth Macaw populations
as well as the manufacture and installation
of artificial nest boxes, which also benefit
s0 many other species. As a result of this
three decade long effort countless scientific
papers have been published in books,

articles and congresses in Brazil and abroad

as well as hundreds of press releases.
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In the breeding season 2022-23,
the Hyacinth Macaw project teams
were in several rural properties in the
Pantanal and Cerrado, monitoring and
registering new cavities, giving lectures
and disseminating the importance of
biodiversity conservation. As stated
above 1,291 monitoring sessions were
conducted in the Miranda Pantanal
region and through them a total of 80
eggs laid by reproductive pairs were
identified and that only 24 nestlings
flew from the monitored nests on
the property. This reinforces the
importance of long-term monitering of
the species since despite all the efforts
as well as management techniques
that are constantly improved and
intensified, the conservation status of
the species remains delicate.

The Institute is launching the 10th
edition of this important initiative. By
adopting a nest you can help save a
species from extinction and contribute
to the maintenance of the Pantanal
biodiversity. The person or company
that adopts a nest will be a partner
of the Hyacinth Macaw Project in the
conservation of the species. They will
receive periodic information, about
the adopted nest with images and
information about the species with
exclusivity and when a nestling is
produced, the sponsor will be able to
baptise it with the name of his choice. B

More information on Adopt a Nest is available from the Institute
by e-mailing contacto@institutoararaazul.org.br

They can also be contact by telephone at +55 (67) 3222-1205.
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