
Will the Spix's macaw become the new symbol of the Brazilian state 

of Bahia? 

Until recently extinct in the wild and returning in 2022, the Spix's 

Macaw (Cyanopsitta spixii) could appear on the official symbols of 

the northern Brazilian state of Bahia . Roberto Carlos, a member of 

the Greens in the country's parliament, is striving for this. He has even 

submitted a draft amendment to the law on national coats of arms, 

which provides for the representation of the Spix's macaw on the state 

coat of arms and the flag. The proposal comes at a time when Spix's 

macaws managed to raise their first young in the wild after more than 

20 years.  Bahia, and especially the small area around the city of 

Curaça, is the only habitat of the Spix's macaw. In 2022, the first two 

groups of birds bred in human care were released into the wild.  There 

were 20 parrots in total. The release of further birds into the wild is to 

follow in the following years. It is our commitment to nature 

conservation, says the politician. According to Roberto Carlos, the 

successful return of the Spix's macaw to nature represents the 

commitment and efforts of local residents to protect the natural 

wealth. The proposal to place the Spix's macaw on the national 

symbols of the state of Bahia is intended to honour the uniqueness 

and beauty of the local fauna and flora, and to open the door to 

initiatives for sustainable tourism and economic growth of the state 


